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STEPHFN KING

Trig doesn't br.rt cloesn't s:lv so. He has his reasons for going to

meetings otit of the ciw rvhere recognjtion is un1ikc1y, but todav r,r'as

an elnei:gency: hit a meetrng or drink, ancl after taking tlie flrst drink,

all cl'roices rvould be gone. He knous this fr-onr personal experieuce.

Nlike puts a hand on the other man's shoulcier.'lrr your sh:rre, Trig,

you sorrnded upset.'

Trig is a childhood nicknanre. It's horv irc introcluccs himself at the

st:rrt of nreetings. Er,en at out-of-tor.vn AA and NA, he rarelv speaks

other than that iilitial identification. Ilr tag-teanr meetings he nlostly

sa1,5, '1 jtist rvant to listen toda;r,' but this afternoon he raised his hand.

'l'nr Trig, :urcl l'm an alcoholic.'
'Hi, Trig,' tire group responded. They r,verc in the lcasetnent instead

of the chur:ch. but therc''s still that revival meetirtg call-:rnd-response.

Straight Circie is, in tact, the Church of the Cmshed and Burned.

'I just want to say that l'Dr prett-v shaken up toda,n I don't \\/ant to

say an)r more, but i had to share tirat much. That's ail I've got.'

There \vere lrlurmurs of 'l'hanks, T-1g anci Hang in thert: and Kccp

cotrtittg batk.

Nou. Trig te1ls the Rev he's r-rpset because he found or-tt he lost

someone he knew. The Rev asks for rnore details - pries for therlr,

actuailv - but ali Trrg rvi1l say is that thc person he's nrourning died

in lockr.rp.

'I'11 pray for hirn,' the Rev sa1,s.

'fhanks, Mike.'

Ti-ig st:rrts ar'vay but not torvard The Flanre; he r,valks three blocks

ancl clinrbs the steps to the pubhc hbrary. He needs to sit and think

about tlre nlan rvho diecl on Saturda,r,-. 
-Who 

u,as murdered on Saturdal'.

V/as sh:inked on Saturdal', in a prison shou'er.

He flnds a vacant chair in the Periodrcais Roor and picks up a

copv of the local paper, Jrlst to have something to ho1d. He opcns it
ro a page-fol11- story about a lost dog recovered b,v Jerorne Robinson

of the Finders Keepers Agency. There's a picture of a smi.li.ng and

trandsonre young Black nran r,vith his arnt around some kind of big

dog, rnaybe a Labr:ador Retriever. llhe headline is one rvord: FOUND!
Trig stares through rt, thinking.
His real nanle \\ras in this same paper three years ago, br-rt no one

has made the connection betrveert thal nlxn arrd the one r,vho attends

On April 6th, Trig sirs h :
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STEPHEN KING

LOUIS WAI{\UICK at 19 CC)URT PLAZA. Belou,the city, state,

and zip, in even largcr crpitals: CC)NFIDENTIALI
'What 1 say? Yor,r're tl're boss, boss.'

'l'm not passing the buck, it's nry bab1., 'p111 I respect your judgement.'

The er-rd of the envelope has been torn open. There's no return

address. She carefully unfolds the srngle sheet of paper inside, holding
it by the edges. The message has been prirrted, almost certainl-v on a

co111puter.

To: Lieutenant Louis Wartn;ick

From: Bill Wilson

Cc: Chief Alice Patmore

i think there should be a corollary to the Blackstone Rule. I believe
-= ".,\33I1'.lr shouid be punished for the needless DEATH of

. - - -: r:- - S-,cLr a ii-rose who caused that death be put to death

..:^-s:',:s? in r< nct because then they would be gone and

the sufferrng fcr what they d d would be at an end. This is true

even if they acted with the best will in the world. They need to
think about what they did. They need to 'Rue the Day.' Does that

make sense to you? lt does to me, and that is enough.

I wlll kili 13 innocents and 1 guilty. Those who caused the
innocent to die wili therefore suffer.

Tn s s an act of ATONEMENT.

Bill Wilson

''Whoa,' Izzy sa,vs. Stil1 being careful, she retolds the note and slips

it back into the em.elope. 'Someone has donned their crazy pants.'

'\-es rndeed. I googlecl the Blackstone l{u1e. it sq,s-'
'l knolv r.vhat it says.'
'Warlvick puts his foot up on the desk again, hands this tirne la,ced

to€Jetiler at the nape of his neck. 'Elucidate.'

'Better for ten guilty men to go free rather than for one innocent
man to sufTer.'

Ler.vis nods. 'Nou, for Double Jeopard,v, r,vhere the scores can really
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STEPHEN KING

Elders of Zion.I\ot sufTering Tin Hat Svndrome. Could be a crank' lf
it i.sn't, it's someone to worr\/ abottt. Probably solneone close to Duffrey:

I'd say his wife or kids, but he didn't have either.'

'A loner,' Lervis says. 'Ailen made a big deal of that at the trial.'

lzzy .tnd Tom both know Doug Allen, one of the Buckeye County

ADAs. Izzy's partner ca1ls Allen a Hr-rngry Hungry Hippo, after a board

game Tor.r-r's children like. Ambitious, in other r'vords. 'Which 
also

suggesrs Tolliver r-nay have been telhng the truth. Ambitious Al)As

don't like to see convictions overtltrned.
'Duffrey wasn't inarried, but r.vhat about a partner?'

'Nope, and if he rvas gay, he -nvirs in the closet. Decp tn the r:.loset.

No rumors. Clhief loan otfrcer at First Lake City Bank. And vn'e're

assun'ing it's Dr:tTrev this guyt talking about, but withor-rt a specific

nailIe .

'lt conlcl be sonreone else.'

'C-err-rl.1 l.e. bnr r,urlikelr'. I -'v:rnt ),ou ancf Atta to talk to Cary To11iver,

a.suururg he : 'till in the land of the living. Talk to all I)utTrev's knorvn

associates, at the b:rnk and elservhere. Talk to the guy who detended

DufIre.r,'. Get hl-s hst of knorvn associates. If he did his job, he'll knor.v

everyone Duffi-ey knerv.'

Izzy snriles. 'I suspect you wanted a second opinion that echoes

r,r.hat yor-r already decided.'
'(iive yourself son-re credit. I rvanted the second opinion of Isabelle

Javnes. ace detective.'
'lf i.t's an :rce detective you wrnt, you should cali Ho1ly Gibnev. I

can give you her nutnber.'

Lewis lowers hrs foot to the floor. ''We haven't sunk lo the level of
outsourcing our investigations yet. Tell me lvhat 1,ou think.'

Izzy taps the envelope. 'l think this guy could be the reai deai. "The

innocent should be punished 1or the needless death of an innocent"?

It rnight nrake sense to a nut, but to a sane person? I don't think so.'

Lervis sighs. 'The reall1, dangerous ones, llie ones rvho are crazy and

not cnrzy at the same time, they give me nighturares. Tin-rothy McVeigh

killed over a hundred and fifty people in the Murrah Building and rvas

perfectly rational. Cailed the little kids who diecl i1 the da1,sx16 collat-

eral darnage. 
'Who\ nrore innocent than a bunch of kicls?'

'So you thir-rk this is real.'
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10 STEPHEN KING

2

Ho1ly (iibney raises her lace into the sun. 'T.S. Eliot said Aprii is the

cruelest rnonth, br.rt this doesn't see111 \/er)/ cruel lo ne.'
'Poetry,' Izz-v says dismissiveiy. ''W-hat are vorl liaving?'
'Fish tacos. I think.'
'You alu.,a),s har..e fish tacos.'

'Not ah,vays, but mostly'. I'm a creature of habjt.'

'No shit. Sherlock.'

Soon one of therr-rr,vi1l get up and join the line at Frankie's Fabulous

Fish Wagon, but for the time being they JLl-st sit quietly at theil picnic
table. enjoyins the rvarurth of the sun.

Izzr- and Hoilr. hal'e not alurays been particularly close, but that

cirr,.nge d atter ther- iraci clealings rvi.th a pair of elderlv aclclernics, Rodne,v

.r:r.i Errih H:rrrrs. The H.rrrises \\'ere insane and extremely dar-rgerons.

It cor-rli'l be :rrque d that Ho11y got the rvot-st of it, having to deal r'r,ith

them face to lace, but it rvas lletective Isabelle Jaynes r,vho had to
infornr nrany oft the loved ones of those lvho had been victims of the

Harrises. She also had to tel1 those loved ones r,vhat the Harrises h:rc1

clonc, and th:it rvas no night at the opera, either. IJoth rvomen bore

sc:rrs, and w,lren Izzt, cal1ec1 Holly alter the ne\\rspaper coverage (national

as rve1l as local) died dolvn, asking if she rvanted to clo lunch, Ho1lv

rqreed.
'Dcrrrrq lr-rnch' bec:rnre a serri-regular: thins, and the two women

forme.l r c.rr-rtious bond. At tlrst thev talked about the Harrises, but
less so :rs t1n1e \vel1t b\-. Izzv talked about her job; Ho11_v talked about

lrers. Because lzz\r rvas police and Holly a priv:rtc investigator, they
had similar, if rarely or.er-1apping, areas of interest.

Nor had Hollv entirely given up the idea of luring lzzy over to the
dark side, especially since her partner, Pete Huntley. had retired and

1eft Holly to run Finders Keepers singlehanded (ivith occasiorial help
fromJerome and Barbara l{obinson). She was at pains to tell lzzv that

Finders didn't do clivorce r.vork. 'Ke,vhole peeping, social media tracking.
Text messaqes and telephoto lenses. Oough.'

When Ho1ly brought up the possibiliry lzzy :tlways said she'd keep

it in rnind. Which n1ear1t, Holly thought, that Iz rvor-rld put in her

thi.rty on the city police force and ther-r retire to a golfside condo in

Arizona or Flori&..Probet
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